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For the first time in Taylor’s 
173 year history, a member of 
the executive branch of the 
United States will be speaking 
at commencement.
On May 18 at 10 a.m. Mike 
Pence, vice president of the 
United States, will be giving the 
commencement address at the 
2019 Taylor graduation ceremo-
ny in the Kesler Student Activi-
ties Center.
P. Lowell Haines, Taylor Univer-
sity president, announced Pence 
would be speaking in an email, 
followed by a press release Thurs-
day morning. The announcement 
went out to Taylor students, par-
ents, family and alumni. 
“Mr. Pence has been a good 
friend to the University over 
many years, and is a Christian 
brother whose life and val-
ues have exemplified what we 
strive to instill in our graduates,” 
Haines said in the press release.
Haines was available to com-
ment on how Taylor decides who 
to bring for commencement.
Meet the athlete 
of the week 
Page 8





As the elected student body 
president (SBP) and vice pres-
ident (SBVP) respectively for 
2019-2020, juniors Anders 
Soderquist and Tali Valentine 
hope to listen to and voice the 
needs of Taylor University. 
Before running together, the 
COMMENCEMENT continues on Page 2
What's in 
fashion this 
Spring?  Page 6
PRESIDENTIAL continues on Page 2
WALNUT CREEK COUNTRY MARKET!
80 EAST BERRY ST., UPLAND, IN 46989 765•998•1111
FARMSTAND PRODUCE, AUTHENTIC AMISH PRODUCTS
FRESH MEATS, DELI & BAKED GOODS
LOCAL! REGIONAL! FRESH!STAMPS!  •  BALLOON BOUQUETS!  •  ATM!
P. Lowell Haines encourages communication when 
it comes to difference of opinion regarding commencement.
Juniors Anders Soderquist and Tali Valentine were announced as the 2019-
2020 student body president and vice president respectively on April 5.
Photograph provided by Google
“We choose a speaker who 
first and foremost loves God 
and seeks to honor God in their 
life,” Haines said. “Then we look 
at someone who has been suc-
cessful, whether that be an au-
thor or a politician, and has a 
sphere of influence. Finally, we 
choose someone has lived a life 
of meaning for God.”
Haines was aware controversy 
would stem from this decision, 
but believes Taylor can talk and 
vent a little as a family of believ-
ers. This is being encouraged 
through three listening forums, 
announced Thursday afternoon, 
that will be held on April 17 from 
12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. in Alspaugh 
East, April 18 from 7:30 a.m. – 
8:45 a.m. in the Isely Room and 
April 30 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:15 
p.m. in Alspaugh East. These are 
all located in the Hodson Dining 
Commons and will be mediat-
ed by vice president for student 
development Skip Trudeau and 
special assistant to the presi-
dent for intercultural initiatives 
the Rev. Greg Dyson.
In the coming weeks, the ad-
ministration hopes Taylor will 
communicate, reason with each 
other and seek to honor the 






The anticipated arrival of Vice 
President of the United States 
Mike Pence on campus presents 
mixed feelings among students, 
faculty and alumni.
In the faculty meeting Thurs-
day morning, P. Lowell Haines, 
Taylor University president, 
announced Pence as the 2019 
commencement speaker.
Tracy Manning, vice mod-
erator of faculty, said Haines 
expressed in his address that 
Pence coming to campus is a 
unique opportunity for Taylor. 
He understood the difficulty 
it might present in the Taylor 
community but also highlight-
ed the friend Pence has been to 
Indiana and Taylor University 
over the years.
After this, a motion of dis-
sent was made toward the an-
nouncement of Pence’s address. 
This motion was seconded by a 
faculty member. Following the 
motion, time was allowed when 
those who expressed dissent 
Commencement stirs controversy
and those who did not took 
turns presenting their points 
to the faculty present, Man-
ning said.
This motion of dissent was 
made by Kevin Diller, associ-
ate professor of philosophy and 
religion, which he confirmed 
Thursday afternoon.
According to Manning, those 
who expressed dissent had 
concern that Pence’s presence 
would take away from gradu-
ating seniors and make it more 
about his coming to campus 
and less about them. They 
also brought up points regard-
ing race, community and how 
commencement may not be the 
right time for him to visit.
Those who did not express 
dissent voiced how Pence is 
a prominent Christian politi-
cian and how Taylor should be 
open minded to what he brings 
to campus, Manning said.
The majority voted in favor 
of the motion of dissent. The 
vote was tallied at 61 in favor 
of Diller’s motion, 49 not in fa-
vor and 3 abstained from vot-
ing. 113 members of faculty 
were represented.
This vote was not a vote of 
action, but a motion to express 
to the board of trustees that the 
majority of faculty is in dis-
agreement with the decision to 
invite Pence as the commence-
ment speaker, Manning said.
Alan Blanchard, associate 
professor of journalism, told 
The Echo when he spoke at the 
faculty meeting he referenced 
John Milton’s free marketplace 
of ideas.
“I suggested a benefit exists 
from listening to people speak 
on our campus with diverse 
views. Even if we do not see eye 
to eye, and even if the person 
speaking is the vice president 
of the United States,” Blanchard 
said. “It’s a hallmark of our 
country to foster the idea and 
the ideal of free speech. I think 
our faculty meetings generally 
are a testimony to our ability 
to speak freely, agree or dis-
agree on issues, but at the end 
of day show respect and love for 
one another.”
Mike Hammond, Taylor Uni-
versity provost, provided a 
response Thursday evening en-
couraging the Taylor communi-
ty to remember what and who 
two did not know each other 
well. However, as Soderquist 
sought a SBVP candidate, Val-
entine was continually recom-
mended by mentors. Meanwhile, 
Valentine desired to run but was 
praying to see if God would pres-
ent the opportunity in her life.
When they came together, 
Soderquist and Valentine found 
they had similar convictions, as 
well as strengths and weakness-
es that balanced well with each 
other. 
Soderquist, a psychology ma-
jor, often hones in on listening, 
while Valentine, a creative writ-
ing major, is able to give people 
a voice through her communi-
cation skills. Additionally, their 
different involvements across 
campus and abroad have pre-
pared them for leadership. 
“I know Anders a little bit 
from him being proactive and 
engaged with a variety of cam-
pus issues,” Director of Student 
Mike Pence will be giving Taylor’s commencement address this May.
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LEARN HOW A CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY GRADUATE PROGRAM 
WILL PREPARE YOU FOR GOSPEL IMPACT AND CAREER SUCCESS.
pursue Your Goals.
Reach Your World.
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) – residential
Master of Business Administration 
(M.B.A.)  online
  Business Analytics
  Cybersecurity Management
  Healthcare Administration
  Innovation and Entrepreneurship*
  Operations Management 
Master of Ministry (M.Min.) 
– residential or  online
Master of Science in Nursing 
(M.S.N.)  online
  Family Nurse Practitioner
  Global Public Health Nursing
  Nurse Educator
Doctor of Pharmacy – residential
*Pending approval by the Higher Learning Commissioncedarville.edu/graduate
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commencement is for.
“Commencement is a special 
day for Taylor University,” Ham-
mond said. “Above all else, we 
want to honor our graduates 
with their diploma and towel. 
There is always something to 
be gained from listening, even 
when we do not expect to find 
agreement with the speaker. 
This is an opportunity for our 
community to hear one anoth-
er, working through our opin-
ions and differences together.”
Students, faculty and alumni 
have been actively speaking out 
about this announcement on so-
cial media, calling and emailing 
The Echo and other campus or-
ganizations and vocalizing their 
opinions in person.
An online petition against 
Pence coming to campus has 
been created by a Taylor alum-
ni. This petition has over 1,500 
signatures, as of Thursday eve-
ning, and the numbers continue 
to grow.
Danielle Paulson (’05) signed 
the petition and called The Echo 
to express her view that Taylor 
should not have extended a hand 
toward Pence. She is now a Wash-
ington D.C. resident and believes 
his presence will express Taylor’s 
alignment with his beliefs.
“I vehemently oppose his pres-
ence on campus,” Paulson said. “I 
don’t believe his morals align with 
what Taylor University stands for.”
Freshman Pia Briz is also not 
in favor of Pence’s presence on 
campus. Originally from Ecua-
dor, Briz believes the minorities 
on campus, such as students from 
other cultures and the LGBT com-
munity, already feel like a minori-
ty without Pence coming. 
“With so much controversy 
surrounding campus, it is unnec-
essary to bring in another con-
troversial figure,” Priz said.
Along with those who do not 
agree with Pence’s presence on 
campus, there are some who 
are enthusiastic.
Tommy Decker (’15) called in 
and expressed that as much as 
people are offended by the an-
nouncement, there are many 
celebrating it.
“The fact that a VP is willing to 
come to Taylor and we are able 
to bring a man like that who is 
doing big things for the country 
is amazing,” Decker said. “The 
call to action for the next gener-
ation of believers should be the 
main focus.”
Zack Carter, assistant profes-
sor of communication, shares 
similar sentiment, believing 
Pence will speak blessings into 
the lives of graduates.
Many others across the coun-
try have voiced their opinion on 
the subject. Conversation that 
glorifies God is strongly encour-
aged by Haines and the admin-
istration as controversy arises.
“When you bring someone 
who is prominent to campus, 
we should talk about things we 
have difference of opinions on,” 
Haines said. 
echo@taylor.edu
Programs Steve Austin said. 
“He strikes me as having strong 
convictions and a caring spir-
it. While I have seen Tali work 
on InterClass Council (ICC) . 
. . I know her even more from 
the Jumping Bean where she 
exudes a kind and incredibly 
thoughtful disposition. If she is 
like that making lattes during 
the pre-chapel rush under 
pressure, then I’m sure she’ll 
do well. I look forward to see-
ing both of them grow as learn-
ers and leaders who love Christ 
and others.”
With their campaign slogan 
inspired by Micah 6:8, “Do Jus-
tice, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly,” 
Soderquist and Valentine ran 
with hopes of balancing what 
the position allows and what 
they desire to accomplish. 
Valentine said the hardest 
part of campaigning was the 
vulnerability that came with 
putting both her image and 
her opinions out on campus 
for criticism. 
“It was a very refining experi-
ence,” Valentine said. 
Soderquist and Valentine 
marked help from senior Ha-
ley Heath, sophomore Mariana 
Freire Pratas Palma and junior 
Aaron Brown, who helped with 
various advertisements. Unique 
to Soderquist and Valentine’s 
campaign, Brown wrote a pro-
motional rap called “DO JUSTICE. 
LOVE MERCY. WALK HUMBLY.”
Additionally, candidates con-
nected to students through 
Q&A sessions and panels. Val-
entine said these times were 
impactful because they allowed 
her to hear the needs of individ-
ual students.
Specifically, Soderquist said 
there was a student who went 
to every pair asking the same 
question and comparing an-
swers. He said the student was 
a great example of an active par-
ticipant on campus.
“I think both of us have heard 
from students who don’t feel in-
formed about the things that 
are happening, about deci-
sions that are being made . . . 
there is a responsibility of stu-
dents to be informed, to pick up 
The Echo (and) to follow Tay-
lor on social media,” Soderquist 
said. “(In) the different ways of 
being informed there are, stu-
dents need to be proactive in 
engaging with those. And what 
we want to really nail down is: 
are there better or more ways to 
give students information? And 
then also, how can we improve 
the current ways?”
Soderquist and Valentine 
were the winning candidates 
with 463 votes when polls 
closed on April 4.
While they found out during 
that evening, they had to keep 
who they told on a need-to-
know basis until the next day. 
According to Soderquist and 
Valentine, their only small cel-
ebration in the moments after-
ward was in the Taylor Student 
Organizations office.
“When we found out, Felicia 
(Case) and Debbi (Cheruiyot 
Bii came) up and hugged us vi-
olently, which was probably the 
best part of the entire campaign 
process,” Soderquist said. 
In second place were juniors 
Kylie Gerber and Thaddeus Va-
nOverberghe, who received 
236 votes. In third place were 
sophomores Luke Rovenstine 
and Lily Walter, who received 
114 votes.
According to the current SBP 
and senior Joshua Clement, 
roughly 200 more people voted 
in elections this year than last 
year. Clement credited this to 
the strong campaigns led by 
each ticket.
“The tickets this year repre-
sented a large portion of the 
student body,” Walter said. “(All 
of the candidates) also did their 
best to publicize the election 
well, regardless of which ticket 
was promoted. We all agreed 
that it was most important 
that students were educated on 
the election itself so that they 
would not only vote but vote 
with an understanding.”
T h i s  s e n t i m e n t  w a s 
also echoed by Soderquist 
and Valentine.
All runners-up congratulated 
Soderquist and Valentine and 
affirmed the pair would work 
diligently for the student body. 
“We want to thank every-
one who respected us and 
our heart for this campus,” 
VanOverberghe said. “We also 
want to encourage everyone to 
utilize the office of SBP/VP to 
empower their voice, as we are 
confident our friends Anders 
and Tali are going to do a phe-
nomenal job next year.”
Ultimately, Soderquist and 
Valentine said they’re excited 
and honored to serve next year 
as SBP and SBVP. 
As a team, Soderquist and 
Valentine said they aim to cre-
ate an atmosphere of trans-
parent communication in 
2019-2020. They said especial-
ly in the time following Excal-
ibur, Starbucks petitions and 
divisive opinions, they want to 
help open up dialogue at Taylor 
for healing and reconciliation.
Soderquist and Valentine also 
encourage students to share 
their thoughts, ideas and ques-
tions in-person or over email.
echo@taylor.edu
Corrections 
In last week’s edition of The Echo, 
the article, "PAs foster authentic-
ity in the dorms at Taylor," was 
misquoted. The quote should have 
read, "I think for me, ultimately, 
being a student leader is being 
willing to lead and grow and be 
TEACHABLE," Barrett said.
Corrections Policy
The Echo strives to accurate-
ly report names, facts, infor-
mation in all of its content. 
However, when errors do occur, 
the newspaper stands ready to 
correct the error by publishing 
a correction in a timely man-
ner in both the print and online 
editions. If you notice an error, 





“‘There’s no way you can compete against 
different cultures,’ junior Lynreshay 
Johnson said. ‘Instead, we have so much 
appreciation for one another as we come 
together on this special night to show pride 
for our countries.”
Mosaic Night is bursting the bubble
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Nathanael Warren is teaching English through Meraki Cafe
Photograph by Josie Koontz
Photograph provided by Nathanael Warren
Photograph by Josie Koontz
Freshman Kaleb Evans and junior Lily Eschweiler are almost ready to perform. 
 Courtney and Nathanael Warren are awaiting the chance to see their international coffee shop open in Spain. 
 Students practice to represent their country through dance. 
Mosaic Night is bursting the bubble
Alumni brings coffee 
to shop in Spain 
Chrishauna Curry
Staff Writer
Nathanael Warren (’13) will be 
opening his coffee shop soon in 
Basque, Spain.
Nathanael Warren graduated 
as a biblical studies major. Not 
only is the Meraki Cafe an up-
coming coffee shop, but it will 
also be a place where the Basque 
people are taught English.
Nathanael Warren and his 
wife, Courtney Warren, are both 
convinced that teaching English 
and talking about Christianity 
is their place of ministry. They 
wanted to specifically minis-
ter to the Basque community 
through the idea of having an 
English school combined with 
a coffee shop. 
“Our two top goals for Mera-
ki are to provide a safe place for 
our Basque neighbors to learn 
English and openly discuss cul-
ture, faith and the things that 
are most important to them in 
a relaxed and non-judgmental 
environment,” Nathanael War-
ren said.
As the Meraki Exchange 
Point grows, he hopes to even-
tually hire staff that will be able 
to build deep connections and 
lasting relationships with those 
in their community that they 
might not have gotten to know 
beforehand. Nathaneal Warren 
said that he wants those rela-
tionships to be a reflection of 
the love of Christ.
According to Nathanael War-
ren, he wants the learning at-
mosphere of his and his wife’s 
English school to be ‘flipped.’ 
The flipped classroom model 
allows student to be more in-
tentional about their material 
and gives them the opportunity 
to learn at their own pace. He 
said that the flipped classroom 
model promotes equal learning 





At the annual Mosaic Night 
event, the many cultures repre-
sented on Taylor’s campus will 
be celebrated in an explosion of 
festivity. 
The theme for this year’s Mo-
saic Night is “Burst the Bubble.” 
The theme centers around the 
idea that while many people 
view the Taylor environment as 
a “bubble;” you don’t have to go 
off campus new cultures, new 
people and new ideas.
The night will feature a wide 
variety of performances ranging 
from dancing to singing to poet-
ry and more. It is presented by 
Multi-Ethnic Student Associa-
tion (MESA). 
Last year, senior Amish Mish-
ra was co-president of MESA. 
This year he continues to be 
involved, as he has been every 
year of his time at Taylor Uni-
versity. He credits Mosaic Night 
with introducing him to differ-
ent people in unexpected ways. 
“It makes me happy to see 
people stepping out of their 
comfort zone,” Mishra said.
He notes that not every par-
ticipant is necessarily from 
the culture their group rep-
resents. It provides opportu-
nity for students interested in 
engaging with other cultures 
to step across boundaries and 
make new friends with peers 
who may be from a very differ-
ent background.
Freshman Lauryn Terry is 
excited to perform in her first 
Mosaic Night. She heard about 
Mosaic Night through her par-
ticipation with TU Dance Vibes.
Another freshman, Kyle 
Mongoven, shared Terry’s ex-
citement. Joining a group as 
an extra male dancer allowed 
him to meet many new, talent-
ed people. He now has an op-
portunity to perform alongside 
them in front of the entire stu-
dent body.
While many students fre-
quently explain the event as a 
“multicultural AirBand,” there 
are several key differences that 
make Mosaic Night its own 
unique event. The type of acts 
are more varied beyond just 
dancing, and there is no com-
petition or winner for the night.
“There’s no way you can com-
pete against different cultures,” 
junior Lynreshay Johnson said. 
“Instead, we have so much ap-
preciation for one another as 
we come together on this spe-
cial night to show pride for 
our countries.”
This is Johnson’s third year 
as a part of Mosaic Night. This 
year she choreographed the per-
formance representing her own 
home country, the Bahamas. 
She believes it is the most im-
portant event of the year for in-
ternational students, offering a 
chance to display a part of their 
home culture to their peers.
The event has grown more 
popular in recent years. Johnson 
believes that rising attendance 
reflects heightened student 
awareness about the diversity 
around them.
“Airband brings together 
floors and wings to build their 
community,” Mishra said. “Mo-
saic Night brings together peo-
ple speckled across campus who 
you may not have crossed paths 
teacher as a coach and guide 
for the students as they access 
knowledge directly through 
their mobile devices or online 
portal within the classroom.
Nathanael Warren and his 
wife wanted to satisfy a great 
need in the community to learn 
English while also creating a 
space in the coffee shop where 
natives can casually speak or 
practice English. Nathanael 
Warren is also interested in al-
lowing coffee consumers or at-
tendees of the school to have 
pen pals in the United States 
to supply them for learn-
ing English.
with otherwise.” 
Mishra said that events like 
this are important to help stu-
dents become comfortable to 
reach out and engage with cul-
tures they are unfamiliar with, 
even as they move beyond the 
confines of campus. He believes 
these experiences can help 
those who join and watch learn 
to engage in other people’s pas-
sions and minister to their fu-
ture communities. 
Mosaic Night 2019 falls on 
the evening of Saturday, April 
13 at 7 p.m. in Rediger Chapel, 
following the Global Market, 
which begins at 5. Doors will 
open at 6:30. Tickets are five dol-
lars and are on sale at the Din-
ing Commons, Student Center 
and Office of Intercultural Pro-
grams Office from 8 to 5.
echo@taylor.edu
“While the pen pal program 
may not be ready until Septem-
ber 2019, we would be glad to be-
gin interviewing candidates from 
Taylor and other young people ac-
quainted with the Basque country 
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These music ensembles allow 
for a different perspective of 
music other than pop, worship 
or relaxation.
Taylor musicians perform for 
Palm Sunday
Big dreams compete with little time at Game Jam 2019
Taylor musicians perform for Palm Sunday
‘Shazam!’ movie shocks audiences
Twenty students 




Twenty-four hours is not a lot 
of time. But for 20 students, it 
is just enough to create a vid-
eo game.
Eight teams competed in 
the 2019 spring Game Jam. 
They had from April 4 – 6 to 
find out the theme, design the 
levels and program a working 
game. 
“Doing Game Jam is really 
cool because you challenge 
yourself to be able to set aside 
a ton of time to actually make 
a thing,” senior Edric Yu said. 
“Just doing that forces you to 
learn a lot of things in a short 
amount of time.”
This semester’s theme was 
“heist.” Game plots included 
everything to breaking into 
vaults to stealing enemy plans 
in a mechanical war. 
The winner of this semes-
ter’s competition was “Bad 
Guy Simulator : The Heist,” 
by Edric Yu, Ryan Jones and 
Noah Lindsey. Second place 
was “Gone Rogue,” by Zach 
Winters and Connor Salter, 
and third place went to “Mech 
Heist,” by David Nurkkala. 
Three superlative awards 
were also given out. Best In-
novation went to “Heist,” by 
Scotti Bozarth, Alex Wardlow 
and Robert Swanson. “Man in 
the Van,” by Luke Brom, Tim 
Ours, Imani Muya and Caitlin 
Gaff, won both Best Writing 
and Best Art. 
“The results are, every year 
they always get better,” Jon 
Denning, department co-chair 
and assistant professor of 
computer science and engi-
neering said. “The games ma-
ture, the developers get better 
over time, so they know what 
are the important things to 
nail down first, so that you 
can have a solid game to kind 
of build off of.”
That development of expe-
rience was one benefit many 
participants sought. Team-
work encouraged students to 
work on their communication 
skills and to teach each other 
new techniques.
Teams were also encour-
aged to interact and test each 
other’s games. 
“It was fun looking at ev-
eryone else’s games, because 
there were some pretty cool 
games out there,” freshman 
Tim Swanson said. “It gave 
a lot of inspiration for things 
I could do and also a lot of 
knowledge as to what I could 
do in the future that would be 
different from what they did.”
Game Jam is held each se-
mester at Taylor, including a 
special session during J-term. 
Students of all levels of 
programming experience are 
invited to form teams and 
compete. Each team can only 
have a maximum of two pro-
grammers, but additional 
students can help with other 
aspects of the game. 
“I think people should do 
it even if they don’t have cod-
ing experience as teams need 
people to make like music, the 
graphics, the stories; there are 
places for people even if they 
can’t code,” Swanson said.
More information about 
Game Jam is available online 
at gamejam.cse.taylor.edu. 
echo@taylor.edu
Carmel UMC unites 





Taylor Wind Ensemble, Cho-
rale and Taylor Ringers will 
be joining forces to provide a 
Palm Sunday service this com-
ing weekend.
This will be a opportunity to 
experience worship in its vari-
ous forms with a unique com-
bination of music that may or 
may not normally be found in 
churches. There are services 
at 9 and 10:45 a.m. on Sun-
day, April 14 at Carmel United 
Methodist Church.
“It’s thrilling to get to be part 
of a collaborative event like 
this, in which we have three 
different types of musical en-
sembles coming together with 
the idea of congregational wor-
ship to create one big, beautiful 
song of worship,” sophomore 
Hannah Fortin said.
These music ensembles al-
low for a different perspec-
tive of music other than pop, 
worship or relaxation. Each 
experience allows Taylor stu-
dents to be uniquely prepared 
to share God’s light no matter 
the circumstances, through 
instruments outside of main-
stream popularity.
Junior Steven Christophers-
en views each performance as 
an opportunity to share with 
and love his fellow brothers 
and sisters in Christ.
“I absolutely love that I have 
the ability to serve my broth-
ers and sisters in the ways that 
I can,” Christophersen said. 
“They may or may not be for-
eign, but they are a beautiful 
representation of the diver-
sity of gifts in the Body, that 
our people are truly unique 
and precious.”
According to sophomore 
Drew Anderson, the music 
ensembles from Taylor will 
be performing between three 
and six songs with varying fo-
cuses on worship, reflection 
and praise.
Christophersen hopes this 
will be a time of joy, hope, 
praise and celebration as 
the end of the Lenten season 
draws near.
“We get to dive in and im-
merse ourselves in an incred-
ibly rich tradition of music 
making that leads us back to 
the very foundation of music 
as we know it,” Christophers-
en said.
This will be a chance to wor-
ship God in an unconventional 
way and take part in one of the 
most beautiful times in the li-
turgical calendar.
echo@taylor.edu





Move over “Shalom,” 
there’s a new “S” word 
on everyone’s mind to-
day: Shazam!
With the speed of 
Mercury and the pow-
er of Zeus, “Shazam!” 
has arrived in theaters 
to a successful $53 mil-
lion opening weekend. 
The newest comic book 
character to grace the 
big screen, “Shazam!” 
joins the ranks of Aqua-
man and Wonder Wom-
an in turning a new page 
in Warner Brothers’ su-
perhero franchise. Cast 
aside those dark color 
palettes and relentless 
scowls because DC Com-
ics has finally discovered 
how to have fun again.
The joyous, youthful 
vibe of “Shazam!” stands 
out amongst comic book 
films for allowing it-
self to have fun with the 
source material and not 
get bogged down with 
“great responsibility.”
Fourteen-year-old 
Billy Batson (Asher An-
gel) is imbued with the 
magical powers of an an-
cient wizard to become 
the champion force of 
good as the hero Sha-
zam (Zachary Levi). 
The young Billy is gift-
ed command over light-
ning as well as incredible 
strength and speed to 
combat the sinister Dr. 
Thaddeus Sivana (Mark 
Strong), who craves the 
wizard’s power as his 
own. 
The film has a remark-
able cast, with Levi and 
Strong both putting in 
great performances in 
the fight of good against 
evil. While “Shazam!” 
does not break any new 
ground when it comes to 
storyline, it does present 
a fresh take on a familiar 
character type. The film 
takes the generic Super-
man hero archetype and 
electrifies it with a new 
twist: he has the person-
ality and motivations of 
any young teenager. 
Levi’s goofy manner-
isms present a hilari-
ous fish-out-of-water 
scenario as we see Billy 
Batson handle sudden-
ly becoming a full grown 
adult and jump into this 
“caped-crusader stuff.” 
With fellow foster kid 
and absolute super-geek 
Freddy Freeman (Jack 
Dylan Grazer) at his side 
every awkward step of 
the way, the pair form 
a close bond as they 
test the limits of Bil-
ly’s powers.
Part of the reason for 
the success of “Shazam!” 
is because the movie 
maintains a number of 
different tones that nev-
er feel out of place, and 
keep the movie fresh 
and exciting. The biggest 
problems lie in a seem-
ingly one-note villain 
and shaky pacing laced 
through the whole 132 
minute runtime. 
The film takes a bit 
too long to find its foot-
ing in the beginning, 
but this serves only 
to reflect the journey 
embarked by all would-
be heroes. It may stum-
ble at first, but once 
it hits its stride, it is 
a wholly entertain-
ing movie. Of course, 
“Shazam!” is not a per-
fect film, but the posi-
tives far outmatch the 
negatives. 
The true magic of 
this film lies in Billy and 
Freddy’s friendship and 
their relationship with 
their foster family. Bil-
ly, having been separat-
ed from his mom in his 
early years, prefers to be 
an outsider, but learns 
to embrace his new par-
ents and siblings, as well 
as his powers, to discov-
er that he does not have 
to live life alone. 
“Shazam!” was a fun 
movie to watch, with 
heartfelt themes and 
good performances all 
around, especially from 
the young actors, earn-
ing it a score of 4 out of 
5 stars. “Shazam!” is cur-
rently in theaters and 
rated pg-13.
echo@taylor.edu
C.S. Lewis and Friends Tea
Light Princess Reading




Global Market – 5 p.m.
TSO/TWO space
Mosaic Night – 7 p.m.
Rediger Chapel
Junior/Senior Recital
Lauren Vock & Analiese Helms
April 14 – 7 p.m.
Butz Carruth Recital Hall
Desserts & Demos
April 16 – 6 p.m.
Nussbaum 123
A&E
Stay Up To Date
SenioNoah Lindsey, Ryan Jones and Edric Yu hold their first place trophy
The Taylor wind ensemble will be one of the three groups performing
Photograph provided by Jon Denning
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Scoreboard
Baseball 
4/5 Spring Arbor                           W 4-2
4/6 Spring Arbor                          W 16-4
4/6 Spring Arbor                            L 6-3
4/9 Bethel College                         W 5-3   
Men’s Lacrosse
4/6 Madonna University                L 18-7
4/10 Lawrence Tech                     L 20-11
Men’s Tennis
4/6 Judson University                    L 5-0
4/6 Lawrence Tech                        L 5-0
Men’s Golf
4/8 Roadrunner Classic              9th of 12
4/9 Roadrunner Classic              9th of 12
Softball
4/6 Goshen College                       W 2-0
4/6 Goshen College                      W 10-1
4/8 Marian University                    L 4-1
4/8 Marian University                    L 4-0
4/9 IWU                                        L 11-8
4/9 IWU                                        W 6-1
reSultS from 
taylor athleticS 
Photograph provided by Taylor University
Sophomore Andrea Kempf competes in the hurdles.
BASEBALL
4/12 Marian University 5 pm
4/13 Marian University 1 pm
4/13 Marian University 3 pm
MEN’S GOLF
4/12 Pilot Invitational (A) 12 pm
4/12 Pilot Invitational (A) 9 am
MEN’S TENNIS 
4/12 IWU (A) 4 pm
4/13 Aquinas 10 am
MEN’S LACROSSE
4/13 Siena Heights 1 pm
MEN’S TRACK & FIELD
4/12 Ball State Challenge (A) 1 pm
4/13 Ball State Challenge (A) 10 am
SOFTBALL
4/12 Spring Arbor (A) 3 pm
4/12 Spring Arbor (A) 5 pm
4/13 Huntington University (A) 1 pm
4/13 Huntington University (A) 1 pm
WOMEN’S TENNIS
4/12 IWU (A) 4 pm
4/13 Aquinas 10 am
WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD
4/12 Ball State Challenge (A) 1 pm
4/13 Ball State Challenge (A) 10 am
WOMEN’S GOLF
4/12 Pilot Invitational (A) 12 pm
4/12 Pilot Invitational (A) 9 am
 Women’s track and field competes at home




The women’s track and field 
team competed well in the 
George Glass Invitational on 
Saturday, April 6.
The team had first place ath-
letes in four events at the meet. 
Senior Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh won 
the women’s 100-meter hurdles 
and the long jump. Senior Bri-
anna Jordahl won the women’s 
hammer, and senior Rachel 
Blagg won the 1,500-meter run.
The invite was the team’s first 
and only home meet of the out-
door season. Freshman Abbey 
Brennan, who took fifth place 
in the 1,500-meter run, enjoyed 
competing at home.
“I liked competing at home be-
cause it felt comfortable and fa-
miliar, which helped me to not 
be so nervous before my race,” 
Brennan said. “I also noticed 
that a lot of students from Tay-
lor came to support the team, 
which definitely helped encour-
age me.”
Head Coach Rod Waters said 
there are several benefits of 
competing at home.
One benefit that all college 
students can most likely relate 
to is that the athletes didn’t 
have to get up early on Satur-
day. They had nowhere to travel 
to, so they could sleep in. They 
were also able to eat a balanced 
breakfast in the dining com-
mons. And finally, this home 
meet allowed the team to show-
case the team’s talent as well as 
the community at Taylor.
The team also enjoyed warm 
and sunny weather for the meet, 
which helped too.
“ Weather is ever ything,” 
Waters said. “When we have the 
opportunity to take advantage 
of some warmer weather, 70 de-
gree, sunny, that’s going to help 
our athletes be prepared men-
tally, as they only focus on their 
events and not the cold weather 
. . . having the good weather on 
Saturday provided us the oppor-
tunity to compete at a high level, 
and we were able to do just that.”
The team competed against 
conference opponents in the 
meet. Waters said they were 
able to compete well against 
these teams and showcase 
their strengths.
Despite facing conference 
opponents, Brennan said there 
wasn’t a lot of pressure at 
the meet.
“Instead, it felt like a lot of ath-
letes coming together and do-
ing what they love with healthy 
competition,” Brennan said.
 echo@taylor.edu
Tough road ahead for men’s lacrosse
“Instead, it felt like a lot of athletes coming 
together and doing what they love with 
healthy competition.”
Tough road ahead for men’s lacrosse
A t h l e t e s  o f  t h e  W e e k
979 S. Main St., Upland, IN  •  www.ivanhoes.info  •  (765) 998-7261
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With three games to go in the 
regular season, the men’s la-
crosse team has made a valiant 
effort to finish strong. The men’s 
team received NAIA votes in the 
Top-10 poll on April 9, one of six-
teen teams to receive attention 
in the national ratings. Howev-
er at 5‒4 on the season overall 
and in a recent 20‒11 defeat to 
Lawrence Technological Univer-
sity at home, there is still more 
room for improvement before 
the team tries to fight its way 
into playoff contention. 
“We started slow,” Head Coach 
Brad Bowser said regarding the 
game against Lawrence. “In the 
second half we played pretty 
well, but it was just too little 
too late.” 
In their first season of being 
realized as a varsity sport at 
Taylor, the team itself isn’t com-
prised entirely of lacrosse-cen-
tric players. The game of 
lacrosse can have a high learn-
ing curve, and as highlighted 
earlier on in the season many 
of the players who come from 
other athletic disciplines are 
still trying to grasp the sport. 
The 1‒4 conference record, 
however, doesn’t exactly reflect 
the shortcomings of individuals 
players on the field, so much as 
a lack of player depth on the 
bench and in the locker room. 
“We don’t have a lot of depth 
as a young team,but we’ve got-
ten better every single week, 
and as long as you’re doing 
that, you can’t really beat your-
self up over a loss,” senior Jeff 
Kaczmarek said.
The team has fought hard in 
practice and on the field to grip 
the fundamentals and to adjust 
their game play mechanics as 
a whole. Whether fighting for 
ground balls (267 on the sea-
son) or perfecting operations 
on the offensive end, where 
brothers Grant and Tyler Gerig 
(sophomore and senior) both 
combine for an average of 8.4 
goals per outing, the team has 
fought to remain relevant in a 
competitive conference. 
The next few games will 
be a tough test for the team, 
with two of the games against 
ranked opponents such as 
number nine Siena Heights and 
number three Indiana Institute 
of Technology.
“They’re definitely beatable 
teams,” junior Nathan Sahly 
said. “You have to beat them at 
their own game. I think we have 
the talent and the caliber of 
players to compete with those 
teams already, which is great. 
Just to have a couple more of 
these guys like the Gerig broth-
ers or (Kaczmarek) has really 
helped us to build somewhat 
of a winning culture.” 
Among the team’s more no-
table strengths are that of their 
32.5 percent shooting and their 
47.5 percent on goal saved. To 
this, Bowser and his players are 
optimistic that provided funda-
mentals and team organization 
improves, much more is yet 
to come of the men’s lacrosse 
team. 
“Right now it’s not what we 
want on the win-loss column,” 
Bowser said, “but we’re getting 
to play really good teams, and 
understand what it’s like to play 
good lacrosse. The expectations 
have been high and they love it, 
that’s what the team wants.”
The team’s last home games 
will be on April 13 against Siena 
Heights University and on April 
20 against Concordia University. 
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Brad Timmerman
Freshman Nathanael Love looks to pass during a recent game.
red VelVet CAkedonuts
Photograph provided by Taylor University
Senior Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh took first in the  100 meter hurdles.
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Junior - 2Breu
What are you wearing? A yellow shift dress from Umgee, a necklace 
from an antique store, and heeled backless booties.
Define your spring style: All over the place.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor students? Use it as a way to 
express yourself.
Spring staple: My high-waisted shredded jeans.
SPRING FASHION 2019
Kylee Sosa
Sophomore - 3rd Breu
What are you wearing? A flowery jumpsuit from 
Francesca's. I got my bag at T.J.Maxx.
Define your spring style: I like to wear flowery, 
light fabrics, flowing dresses, cardigans and bold 
colors.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor 
students? Be bold. Your fashion should represent who 
you are and what you like. I have this look good, feel 
good philosophy. You need some spice, some sauce.
Spring staple: I do like to change up my hair, my 
hair is part of my identity. Every day it can’t be the 
same; it’s like art for me.
Freshman - 3rd Center Olson
What are you wearing? Denim jacket, baggy 
white shirt, cropped wide-legged pants.
Define your spring style: Lots of patterns, a lot of 
funky pants and pantsuits.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor 
students? Holey jeans make everything look better.
Spring staple: Jean jacket, always.
Freshman - 3rd Center Wengatz
What are you wearing? Goodwill finds.
Define your spring style: Thrifty, grungy and 
eccentric.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor 
students? Do what you like, that’s what I do.






Senior - 2nd West Wengatz
What are you wearing? Palewave. The perfect combination of pastels to 
fade into the obscurity of your IKEA furniture.
Define your spring style:  Denim on denim.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor students? Break out of the 
grays.
Spring staple: Denim jacket.
Seth Lugibihl
Senior - Off-Campus
What are you wearing? I am wearing a denim jacket with a light shirt 
underneath, black pants, black shoes.
Define your spring style: Something that’s comfortable, something that’s 
different, something that’s got color.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor students? Dress for the 
weather.
Spring staple: Glasses.
Freshman - 2nd West Wengatz
What are you wearing? Got some Vans, J.Crew pants, and a shirt from 
UNTUCKit.
Define your spring style: I just kind of do whatever. Some days I'll wear 
something like this, some days I’ll wear shorts with a Vans T-shirt, whatever 
I’m feeling in the morning.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor students? Wear what you 
want. It’s your style, let it be your style.




Freshman - 3rd Center Olson
What are you wearing? A blouse with straight jeans and platform 
loafers.
Define your spring style: Jeans and flowy shirt, but floral is always 
important.
What is your fashion advice for Taylor students? Always 
dress better than you feel.
Spring staple: White sneakers.
Rebecca Wright
Design by Naomi Noyes




“‘Most of us don’t think about death or 
heaven on a daily basis!’ Weirder said. ‘A 
practice of remembering the resurrection 
creates the same sense of joy and gratitude 
we celebrate on the Easter holiday.’”
 Easter and after
April 12, 2019
Easter and after
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the peo-
ple peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
The Easter holiday 
helps cause constant 
reflection
The resurrection is the most 
important event in history. The 
truth of the resurrection has 
brought joy, hope and peace to 
believers all over the world, and 
is the overarching theme of all 
Christian belief.
As the focal point of the 
Christian tradition, Easter is re-
vered as one of the most joyous 
days in the American calendar 
year. However, the resurrec-
tion is more than just a day. It 
is a lifestyle.
With this in mind, one has to 
ask: should Easter be celebrat-
ed as a single day? Or should 
it be recognized consistently 
throughout the year?
In short – both.
As Christians, we recognize 
what is commonly known as 
Holy Week, the week leading up 
to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Starting with Palm Sunday, it is 
common for churches to walk 
through the progression of Jesus’ 
ministry in Jerusalem. Within 
five days, the people of Jerusalem 
had all but completely turned 
against Jesus and demanded that 
he be crucified. This, of course, is 
known as Good Friday.
As a university that follows in 
these Christian beliefs, Taylor 
should be accepting of this view 
of Holy Week, and thus, should 
recognize Easter as a day, not 
simply as a “lifestyle.” 
1 Corinthians 15:3-5 states, 
“For I delivered to you as of 
first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with 
the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on 
the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures, and that 
he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve.”
Scripture is clear to point out 
that Jesus was raised to life on 
the third day after his crucifix-
ion. It seems beneficial to recog-
nize the importance of this third 
day as just that: a day.
May Young, assistant profes-
sor of Biblical studies at Taylor, 
weighed in on the subject of the 
Easter celebration.
“I don’t think they should be 
mutually exclusive,” Young said. 
“Living a lifestyle that recogniz-
es the significance of the cross 
and resurrection of our Lord is 
definitely very important. How-
ever,  designating a particular 
day/season for remembering 
Christ’s death and resurrection 
gives us an opportunity to be 
more deliberate.”
Just because Easter is a day 
does not mean that Easter can 
not also be celebrated as a life-
style.  A single day of celebration 
is essential because it focuses 
the Christian mind on that spe-
cific time of the year.
Easter as a single day also has 
various effects on the communi-
ty of believers. The church as a 
whole is able to focus their wor-
ship towards that one day, and 
Holy Week as a whole.
“This designated time also 
helps us to commemorate 
what Jesus has done togeth-
er in community,” Young said. 
“Living a lifestyle doesn’t pro-
vide the communal reflection 
that we have when we cele-
brate it collectively. A desig-
nated holiday also provides an 
avenue for sharing with those 
who are non-Christians about 
the significance of Christ 
and his work for our Chris-
tian faith.”
So how do we keep the Easter 
spirit throughout the entirety of 
the year? 
Nicole Weider, author of the 
Project Inspired blog, states that 
one must study the resurrection 
year round, so as to keep the day 
of the resurrection as an eter-
nal hope.
“Most of us don’t think about 
death or heaven on a daily ba-
sis!” Weirder said. “A practice of 
remembering the resurrection 
creates the same sense of joy 
and gratitude we celebrate on 
the Easter holiday.”
Emphasizing Easter on a 
single day is a communal and 
individual tool. It must be appre-
ciated as a single day so that it 
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Consider works by 
people that believe 
other things
Recently, I checked out a mov-
ie some Christians have called 
“blasphemous.” Created by Mon-
ty Python, Life of Brian follows a 
young man living in Jesus’ time 
who gets mistaken for the Mes-
siah. On its release, many people 
argued that Life of Brian mocked 
Jesus. However, the Pythons 
claimed they were only mocking 
how people misinterpret Jesus. 
So, I decided to see the mov-
ie for myself, and discovered it 
really doesn’t mock Jesus. Jesus 
appears in one scene but is seen 
as a wise teacher. However, the 
way people mistake Brian for 
the Messiah definitely mocks 
organized religion. Characters 
claim they find Brian wise but 
just want to blindly follow some-
one; others use him for their 
own interests.
I found this religion-bash-
ing offensive, but also helpful. I 
needed to remember some peo-
ple do seek organized religion 
for selfish reasons. Brian get-
ting mistaken for the Messiah 
raises questions about wheth-
er the same thing happened to 
Jesus, but I needed to face that 
possibility. 
Since Christianity rests totally 
on the promise Jesus was God’s 
son, if he was just a mortal man 
then (as Paul reminds me in 1 
Corinthians 15:17) my faith has 
no foundation. 
Thus, Life of Brian ended up 
reminding me why it’s import-
ant to research whether the res-
urrection really happened and 
whether the Gospels portray Je-
sus accurately. The “attack on 
faith” only motivated me to see 
truth better. This may be why 
Christianity Today contribu-
tor Jeffrey Overstreet praised 
and recommended Life of Bri-
an in his book on faith and film, 
Through A Screen Darkly.
Obviously, I’m not saying here 
that all anti-religious content 
has this effect. If we only watch 
movies or read books that crit-
icize Christianity, our faith will 
eventually struggle. Also, some 
of us may not have the spiritual 
maturity yet to experience such 
a challenge. Paul reminds us that 
not everything, even things be-
lievers are free to do, is construc-
tive (1 Corinthians 10:23). Still, 
engaging with work by non-reli-
gious people can build up your 
faith in interesting ways.
In addition to motivating you 
to seek things out, these works 
can also help you assess your 
spiritual growth. When you ex-
amine something that challeng-
es your faith, you figure out how 
strong your beliefs truly are. Phi-
losopher Jerry L. Walls describes 
that process in “On Keeping The 
Faith,” his essay for the book God 
and the Philosophers. He talks 
about reading Why I Am Not a 
Christian by Bertrand Russell.
“Russell’s arguments certain-
ly did not bolster my faith, but 
neither did they shatter it,” Walls 
said. “I did, however, gain a mea-
sure of confidence merely by en-
gaging Russell, reflecting on his 
arguments, and finding I could 
still believe what he denied.”
Anti-religious works can also 
help you discover why oth-
er people reject the faith. As 
Christians, we’re called to not 
just reach out to other people 
and offer the Gospel (Matthew 
28:16-20), but also to love our 
enemies (Matthew 5:44). But we 
can’t reach or love people effec-
tively until we hear something 
from their perspective.
“I find it very helpful to engage 
with non-Christian perspectives, 
selfishly, because they often illu-
minate blind spots and offer in-
sight, but also because it is part 
of caring for people who are dif-
ferent from me by seeking gen-
erously and sympathetically to 
understand their views and ex-
perience,” Kevin Diller, associate 
professor of philosophy and re-
ligion, said. 
Reading or seeing anti-reli-
gious works will offend us. On 
occasion, they can harm. But in 
the right context, they can give 
us the right tools for spiritual 
growth or outreach.
echo@taylor.edu
Christians need other viewpoints
Sophomore Paul Terazano engages in some material with a different viewpoint.
Photograph by Tim Hudson
Editor’s 
noteAnnouncing a series of 
articles and forums
At the beginning of the year, 
Campus Pastor Jon Cavanagh 
invited the Taylor community 
to take time at 10 a.m. on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday 
to come together, praise God, 
seek His presence and open 
our Bibles, minds and hearts 
to simply “consider.”  Many of 
us took Jon’s call seriously and 
were challenged to “consider” 
the ideas presented in chapel 
through Scripture, hymns and 
choruses, and sermons and 
messages with fresh eyes, ears, 
hearts and souls. 
But, as we now find ourselves 
in April, many of us know that 
we are less intentional about 
“considering” and, on our best 
days, we are more likely to en-
gage in “selective considering” 
rather than actively seeking a 
deeper understanding of per-
spectives that are different than 
ours or that make us uncomfort-
able. One of the consequenc-
es is that we miss out on one 
of the most important oppor-
tunities to become more ma-
ture disciples of Jesus and more 
knowledgeable and winsome as 
his ambassadors.
The Echo Opinions Editor, 
Jed Barber, and I, as dean of the 
Discussions open doors at Taylor
school of humanities, arts & bibli-
cal studies, are taking this oppor-
tunity to invite you to join with 
us as we “consider” a variety of 
social, political and cultural top-
ics in the column over the next 
few weeks and follow-up with a 
conversation about each topic in 
Tuesday evening sessions.
Barber and I will convene each 
session on Tuesday evening at 
8:15 p.m. in a location yet to be 
determined.  All members of the 
Taylor community are invited to 
join in the conversation with the 
expectation that no respectfully 
offered point of view that is on 
topic will be off limits and that 
no participant will be allowed to 
dominate the conversation.
After delegates to the Con-
stitutional Convention finished 
their work, a prominent socialite 
in Philadelphia asked Benjamin 
Franklin, “Well, Doctor, what 
have we got — a Republic or a 
Monarchy?” Franklin responded 
without hesitation: “A republic if 
you can keep it.”
One of the essentials in main-
taining a representative democ-
racy such as ours is the ability 
and willingness of informed and 
thoughtful citizens to participate 
in civil discourse about issues 
and ideas that go to the core of 
our identity. And, the conversa-
tion needs to welcome expres-
sion of all serious perspectives 
that are shared respectfully and 
for the purpose promoting a 
deeper understanding of the is-
sues and ideas.
Jed and I invite you to submit 
an idea for one of the future col-
umns. You can connect with Jed 
at jed_barber@taylor.edu.  My 
email is thjones@taylor.edu. 
Keep the 8:15 p.m. sessions on 
Tuesdays in mind and plan to 
join us for one or more of them.
echo@taylor.edu
How should the 
Body respond?
Taylor University made a contro-
versial decision. 
With Vice President Mike Pence 
speaking at graduation this year, I 
am positive that many articles are 
being written in response.
As you do this, I implore you to 
remember Ephesians 4:5. “One 
Lord; one faith; one baptism.”
Regardless of if you like or 
agree with other people on cam-
pus, when you send an opinion 
article to this newspaper you are 
addressing your brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. That status should 
afford them the highest respect 
and compassion.
This means that you should 
not use this moment to slan-
der or debase one another, 
but take it as an opportunity 
to show compassion and seek 
out understanding.
That is our goal at The 
Echo, and that professional, 
well-meaning spirit is what we 
expect out of every submission 
to the Opinions Page. Because 
if we as the Church of God can-
not love each other, we will nev-
er be capable of winning hearts 
to Christ.Provided by Google 
Students hear the thoughts of a speaker.
